
 

CRAZY COWS! 
 
Duration:  approx. 3 X 1 hour lessons 

 
Visual Art lesson by primaryschoolart.com  

Lesson:     PETER DIEM INSPIRED COW   Year Levels:  3 & 4 Victorian Curriculum Levels: 3 & 4 

 

Achievement Standard Level 4 – Visual Arts 
By the end of Level 4 
● Students plan and make artworks that are inspired by artworks they experience. (5) 
● They use materials, visual conventions, techniques and processes to express their ideas in artworks. (6) 
● Students discuss how artists express ideas and use materials, techniques and visual conventions in artworks from a range of places, times and cultures. (7) 
● They discuss and evaluate the art making processes, materials and techniques they use to express their ideas. (8) 

Unit content overview: Exploring the cow artworks of Peter Diem. Students will use materials and techniques to draw, paint and add texture to their own Diem inspired cow. 
 

Elements of Art Principles of Art Assessment Tools: 

Differentiation 

. Line        Tone      Colour   

Form       Shape     Space     

Value      Texture 

Balance      Pattern 

Rhythm /  Movement  

Harmony     Contrast     

Unity       Emphasis  

Art response: identifying elements of art and visual conventions in an artwork.  
 
Artwork reflection: use of materials and techniques, evaluate what worked well, what 
could be changed or different to improve. 
 
Presentation/reflection of artwork and work process.  
 
Photograph Documentation: Final art work  
 

Focus Artworks 

Peter Diem cows 

            
 



Learning Intentions & Success 
Criteria 

Weekly Teaching & Learning 
Activities 

Resources and Materials 
 

Vic Curriculum Content Descriptors 

 
 
To learn about the Dutch artist 
Peter Diem, who paints cows in an 
abstract expressionism style. To 
explore Diem’s techniques when 
making his artworks, so I can be 
inspired by colour line and texture 
when adding details to my 
abstract cow. 
 
To be able to describe the 
elements of art in Peter Diem's 
artwork. 
 
To be able to identify the materials 
and techniques Peter Diem uses. 
 
 
 
 
Success Criteria:  
 
 
I can describe a Peter Diem cow 
using the elements of art (colour, 
line, shape, space texture)- art 
response /Seesaw activity. 
 
 
I can identify the techniques Diem 
uses to apply paint. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

View and discuss Diem's works with 
colourful cows. 

Seesaw Activity: students use the text 
box to add what they notice about this 
artwork of a cow (thinking about 
elements of art- colour, line, shape, 
texture, space.                   Eg. LINE- 
wavy, curved, 
SHAPE: organic, rounded curved 
 
Share: List elements of his work- 
use of bright colours, thick paint 
texture, 
organic shapes, fluid wavy lines,  
black outlines, the cow fills the space. 

 

 

View videos of Diem in action to learn 
about Diem's materials and techniques, 
and note how he draws the cow, and 
methods of applying paint- brush, 
finger, hand, straight from the tube. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Videos: 

Peter Diem – Cows  

Peter Diem anno 2011 Diem’s art gallery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter Diem, the painter. US Documentary 
by Charles Giuliano Diem’s method of 
painting- hands, fingers, straight from tube, 
etc. 
Peter Diem in Het Klokhuis #1/4 'Cows' 
Diem sketching a cow from beginning doing 
a painting then skip to 1:40min to see him 
drawing a cow. 

 

Explore & Express  
Explore ideas and artworks from different 
cultures and times as inspiration to create 
visual artworks (VCAVAE025) 
•researching artworks of different styles and 
artists from different times and cultures, to 
inspire their own expression of ideas, for 
example, in forms such as printmaking and 
drawing, and styles such as realism or 
expressionism 
•discussing the role of the artist and artworks 
as an expression of society and culture, for 
example, what do paintings telling us about 
the past? How did the artist’s work respond to 
events of their time? 
•exploring ways to express their ideas using 
visual conventions from different historical, 
social or cultural contexts 
•experimenting with visual conventions and 
styles from different cultures to create 
particular visual effects in their artworks 
•identifying and explaining choices in art 
making, for example, including forms, styles 
and visual conventions in their artworks, and 
the influences of other artists on their 
artworks 
 

Visual Arts Practices 
Explore visual conventions and use 
materials, techniques, technologies and 
processes specific to particular art forms, 
and to make artworks  (VCAVAV026) 
•selecting and experimenting with forms, 
styles, materials and technologies to explore 
symbolism and use of visual conventions by 
various cultures and times, for example, how 
colour and pattern are perceived symbolically 
in different cultures 
•discussing artworks and how they are made 
for specific communities or cultures, for 

https://www.diem.nl/artwork/cows/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUVxiN2a3rk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTcmzyG4BFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTcmzyG4BFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWQp9xlPZ4Y
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAE025
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAV026


 
 
I can follow guided instruction to 
draw the shape of a peter Diem 
cow. 
 
 
I can use expressive colours, lines 
and shapes on my cow. 
 
 
 
I can choose a contrast colour for 
the background of my cow picture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can add details and texture to my 
cow by adding puffy paint lines 
and shapes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Show students how to draw a simplified 
cow - just the outline - in the shape of a 
Diem painting.  

 
Use bright and fluorescent oil pastels to 
add lines and shapes and patterns, 
considering the features of Diem's 
work.  

Students then painted over to fill the 
gaps and a contrast colour painted for 
the background. 

Once the paint is dry, outline the cow 
with black marker or paint.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make puffy paint with PVA glue, 
shaving cream in roughly equal 
amounts and food colouring in a zip-
lock bag. Each student “mushes the 
ingredients around inside the bag till 
the colour is all mixed through. 
 
They then snip a TINY corner off the 
ziplock bag to then squeeze lines and 
shapes, adding details and texture to 
cow artwork. 
 (Each person on a table makes a 
different colour to share) 
 
Leave flat on a drying rack to 
completely dry. 
 
 

Drawing guide (also attached 
below) 

 

A3 paper 
Greylead pencil 
Large circle to trace (20-25cm 
diameter)  
Oil pastels (including Fluorescent) 
Paint (cake tempera) 
Brushes 

 

PVA glue 

Shaving cream 

Food colouring 

 

 

 

 

 

example, what clues in the artwork tell them 
where it was made, by whom, and why 
•experimenting with styles of expression from 
different cultures and times in their artworks, 
for example, realistic, symbolic, narrative, 
abstract 
•discussing the materials and techniques 
used to make artworks and developing 
artworks based on this investigation, for 
example, what the artwork is made of, what 
choice of material is used to enhance the 
audience’s understanding of the artist’s 
intention 
•practising a variety of techniques and using 
various technologies to find different ways of 
interpreting a theme and/or subject matter, for 
example, making a simple animation or 
storybook 
•manipulating and experimenting with 
combinations of various materials and 
technologies to create effects, for example, 
using crosshatching to create tone or design 
elements to focus attention in a composition 

  
Present & Perform  
Explore different ways of displaying 
artworks to enhance their meaning for an 
audience (VCAVAP027) 
•making decisions about how their artwork 
could be displayed, for example, mounted 
and framed, in public spaces, on the internet, 
and in the media 
•discussing how artworks are made and how 
the choice of materials can influence the 
meaning of artworks, for example, what the 
artwork is made of, the choice of material to 
enhance the audience’s understanding of the 
artist’s intention 
•exploring different ways of presenting 
artworks in different locations, for example, in 
folios, digitally, in a public space in the school 
•comparing the visual conventions in artworks 
made for specific purposes, for example, how 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAP027


 
 
 
I can describe the materials and 
techniques I used when making 
my Diem style cow. 
 
 

 
 
 
Evaluation activity: Highlight Materials 
and Techniques used and note what 
was the best thing about your piece 
and what could have improved it – 
(Seesaw activity) 
Students list techniques Diem used to 
paint his cow artworks. 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflection/evaluation sheet (on next 
page) 

the artist expresses an idea to show the 
audience a particular viewpoint 

Respond & Interpret  
Identify and discuss how ideas are 
expressed in artworks from a range of 
places, times and cultures (VCAVAR028) 
•describe subject matter and identify in 
artworks from different social, cultural or 
historical contexts 
•discussing how artworks are made as 
expressions of a particular culture or identity, 
for example, a style of artwork that expresses 
the identity of their community 
•comparing artworks made for different 
reasons, using appropriate visual 
conventions, and identifying different 
interpretations by different viewers in a range 
of locations 
•examining public art in their community and 
comparing it to other artworks 
commemorating different people, events, 
times and cultures 
•discussing with others the meaning of their 
own artworks 
•evaluate artworks from different cultures and 
histories using inquiry, for example, explain 
which artworks they like the most and why 

    

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAR028


  

 

 
 
 



 


