
 

LESSON:   NATURAL DISASTER: VOLATILE VOLCANOES!                       YEAR LEVEL:  Year 5/6 

Achievement Standard Level 5 & 6 – Visual Arts 
By the end of Level 6 

• Students explain how ideas are expressed in artworks they make and view. (9) 
• They demonstrate the use of different techniques and processes in planning and making artworks. (10) 
• They use visual conventions and visual arts practices to express ideas, themes and concepts in their artworks. (11) 
• Students describe the influences of artworks and practices places on their art making. (12) 
• They describe how artworks that they make and view can be displayed to express and enhance meaning. (13) 
• Students describe and identify how ideas are expressed in artworks from different contemporary, historical and cultural contexts. (14) 

 

Focus Artwork: Victorian Curriculum levels: 5&6 

Nick Rowland Volcano 

 
 
 

Explore & Express 

Explore visual arts practices as inspiration to create artworks that express different ideas and beliefs (VCAVAE029)  

•exploring how artists select and manipulate materials and techniques and use these in their own art making 

•exploring ideas and expressions when making artworks inspired by observation or imagination,  
•analysing the materials used by artists in artworks to enhance the meaning of the work, for example, the choice of material to enhance the 
viewer’s understanding of the artist’s intention 

•exploring the ways in which artists communicate their views, beliefs and opinions in artworks and use these in their own art making 
•making aesthetic choices about the expression of ideas and beliefs and describe the use of visual conventions and processes. 

Visual Arts Practices 

 Select and apply visual conventions, materials, techniques, technologies and processes specific to different art forms 
when making artworks(VCAVAV030) 

•practising art making skills using a range of materials and technologies 

•using an enquiry as a basis for their own art making and use of materials and techniques 
•making informed choices about using elements to express a concept or theme 

•explaining influences of other artists on their own art making 

Present & Perform  
Create and display art work considering how ideas can be expressed to an audience   (VCAVAP031) 
•identifying a range of audience interpretations of the same artwork 

•analysing and interpreting an exhibition of artworks, investigating the intentions of the artist, for example, what did the artist want the audience to 
see and understand? 
•reflecting on how effectively their ideas or feelings have been expressed in their own artworks, and that of others 

•presenting their artworks using digital technologies, for example, creating an online exhibition of their class art works 

Respond & Interpret 
Identify and describe how ideas are expressed in artworks by comparing artworks from different contemporary, 
historical and cultural contexts (VCAVAR032) 

•making judgments about the practices of artists, what and why they design and create, using visual conventions 

•comparing artworks from different cultures and identifying the ideas expressed by the artist, for example, when comparing paintings from India 
and Australia, what do they recognise, what is new, what are the different meanings the artists are expressing? 

•explaining the artistic vision of artists from different contexts, particularly referencing the meaning the artworks convey, for example, what is the 
artwork is about, what visual conventions are used to convey meaning, how the artist has expressed their subject matter 
•analysing how symbolic meanings or metaphors are constructed in their own artworks and artworks of others 

•expressing an opinion about the way numerous artists communicate their viewpoints through their artwork 
•describing their ideas about an issue in an artwork they have created and describe their art making practice, for example, did it 
make them think more seriously about the issue? Did the rest of the class understand their message? 
 
 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAP031
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAR032


OBJECTIVES:  LESSON ACTIVITIES RESOURCES 

LEARNING INTENTIONS: 
To respond to a volcano artwork 
by UK artist Nick Rowland. 
To make an artwork of a volcano 
using techniques explored in Nick 
Rowland's work. 
SUCCESS CRITERIA: 
I identify materials and 
techniques used in an artwork. 
I can use materials and 
techniques with paint such as 
splattering, flicking, dripping, 
blowing etc to capture the 
explosive nature of a volcano 
inspired by Nick Rowland 
artwork. 
 I can describe the process, 
materials & techniques used in 
my own volcano artwork. 
 

Nick Rowland (UK artist) view his volcano Art. 
What materials and techniques do you think he used to make this artwork? 
Seesaw activity: list materials & techniques, try to do a digital version of the 
volcano using Seesaw drawing tools. (could use another application like Brushes 
or ProCreate. 
 
View artwork on Rowland’s website to explore his style. (Nick is inspired by 
shapes, colour, trees and nature. He likes to push the boundaries with paint and 
colour and building his pictures up in layers. Nick’s painting is a process of 
abstraction, which continues in all of his artwork.) 
 
 
 
Have a go at trying to capture the explosive power of volcanic eruptions!  
Using his work as inspiration, students use chalk pastels to draw and shade the 
shape of the volcano on black paper. Then use a splatter, flick, drip etc paint 
techniques with warm and fluroscent coloured for the explosion and lava of the 
volcano. 

 
Evaluation / Reflection: 
Describe techniques used and how effective they were. 

 
 
www.nickrowlandartist.com 
 
Seesaw activity /worksheet/  
 

 
 
Black A3 paper 
 
Bright warm coloured (including 
fluroscent) paints  
 
Chalk pastels 

 

http://www.nickrowlandartist.com/

