
 

Achievement Standard Level F– Visual Arts  
By the end of Foundation 

• Students make artworks using different materials and techniques that express their ideas, observations and imagination. (1) 

• Students identify and describe the subject matter and ideas in artworks they make and view. (2) 

 Lesson Content Overview: Looking at the expressionist portraits by Russian artist Alexei Jawlensky in the early 1900s as inspiration for a 
portrait artwork. 
 
Elements of Art: Principles of Art: Assessment Tools Differentiation 

Line        Tone    

Texture  Colour    

 Form     Shape      

 Space 

Balance       

Harmony        

Contrast     

Rhythm   

Pattern  

Tension 

• Incidental notes while students are sharing 
with the class and while observing group 
work. 

• Photographs and/or Video Documentation  
• Presentation/sharing reflection of artwork 

and work process. 
 

Assistance and guidance where 
necessary. 
 Eg. Sometimes choice of using a 
template rather that hand draw.  
 Students show what they can do. 

 

Focus Artworks 

      Alexei Jawlensky                                                              Head 1910 

              
 

VISUAL  ART LESSON   

Lesson: Alexei Jawlensky Expressionist Portraits   Year Levels: Foundation (Prep) Victorian Curriculum Levels: F 



Learning Intention & Success 
Criteria 

Teaching & Learning Activities Resources and Materials 
 

 
 

Lesson 1:          
 
To learn about Russian artist 
Alexei Jawlensky so I can use 
the ideas to make my own 
portrait. 
 
To identify and describe subject 
matter and ideas in artworks. 
 
 
 
I can describe an artwork, 
talking about the subject 
matter, colours, feelings, and 
other elements of art. 
 
 
 
I can draw a portrait of my face 
(head and shoulders) using a 
mirror to copy my features. 
 
 

The students view artworks by Jawlensky, 
describe what they see, discuss use of colour, 
style of art, feelings conveyed. 
 
Students respond to the artwork: 'Head' 1910 by 
Alexei Jawlensky  on Seesaw Activity. They 
record their description and thoughts about the 
artwork (Assessment of Standard 2:  “Students 
identify and describe the subject matter and ideas 
in artworks they make and view” 
 
After discussing and describing Jawlensky's 
portraits, students use a mirror to look at their 
face.  Look at the position of eyes, being half way 
on their face, top of ears in line with top of eyes, 
bottom of nose in line with bottom of ears, etc 
To get the head big enough, students put their 
hand a bit above the middle of the paper and 
draw bigger around it in an oval shape. (Students 
could use a face template to trace around if they 
are struggling with the size.) 
 
Everything is done in pencil first, so they can retry 
if necessary. 
 
 Trace over pencil lines with a black 'Prockey' 
marker (permanent and waterproof). 

 
Images of Jawlensky 
artworks to view. 
(see above)  
 
 
A3 cartridge paper 
Grey lead pencil 
Permanent marker-thick, 
black 
Mirrors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Explore & Express   
Explore ideas, experiences, 
observations and imagination 
to create visual 
artworks (VCAVAE017) 

• By viewing a range of 
artworks with a common 
theme or subject matter, 
and make their own 
interpretations based on 
their experiences, 
observations and/or 
imagination 

• By identifying and using 
visual conventions in their 
artworks after investigating 
different art, craft and 
design styles from other 
cultures  

             and times.  

 
 
Visual Arts Practices  
Experiment with different 
materials and techniques to 
make artworks  
(VCAVAV018) 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAE017
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAV018


 
 

Lesson 2:  
 
To explore and use materials - 
water soluble pastels and chalk 
pastels.  
 
 
 
I can use bold contrasting 
colours on my self-portrait in 
the style of Alexei Jawlensky.  
 
I can use chalk pastels to add 
colour to the background, 
blending and and smudging, so 
no white is showing. 
 
I can colour in areas/patches of 
bold colours with water soluble 
pastels on the face of my 
portrait and then use water to 
brush over to give a painterly 
effect. 
 
 
 

 
Chalk pastel background- the area around the 
portrait. 
Demonstrate how to use chalk pastels on the side 
to lightly spread colour. They could use one 
colour or patches of colour. Students then blend 
with fingertips. 
 
 
 
 
Students then use water soluble pastels to colour 
contrasting colours (discussing and showing 
examples of what contrasting colours are) to 
colour "patches" or areas of colour on the face.  
 
 
 
Water is brushed is over the pastel areas to 
smooth out the colour, giving it a painterly effect. 
 
 
 
 
When complete students add a photo of their 
artwork to Seesaw (or uploaded by teacher) and 
they use the record function to talk about their 
artwork, colours used, feeling, mood etc. 
 
Share artwork with class or in small groups.  
 

Chalk pastels 
Water soluble pastels 
Water and brushes 

 
 

 
 

 

• By exploring a range of 
materials and technologies 
to visually express their 
experiences, for example, 
paint, pencils, ink and 
photography 
 

 

Respond & Interpret 
Respond to visual artworks and 
consider where and why people 
make visual artworks  
(VCAVAR020) 

• By identifying the subject 
matter of a series of 
artworks based on the 
same theme 

• By identifying how design 
elements, such as line, 
shape, colour or texture, 
are used in their artworks 
and in the artworks of 
others 

 
 

Present & Perform 
Create and display artworks  
(VCAVAP019) 

• By displaying and 
discussing a series of 
artworks created by their 
class  

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAR020
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCAVAP019

